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Abstract

Recent work, in journals such as MIS Quarterly and Management Science, has highlighted the importance of evaluating
the influence of common method bias (CMB) on the results of statistical analysis. In this research note, we assess the
utility of the unmeasured latent method construct (ULMC) approach in partial least squares (PLS), introduced by Liang
etal. (2007). Such an assessment of the ULMC approach is important, because it has been employed in 73 studies since
it appeared in MIS Quarterly in late 2007. Using data generated via Monte Carlo simulations, we use PLS structural
equation modeling (SEM) to demonstrate that the ULMC approach of Liang et al. is neither able to detect, nor control
for, common method bias. Method estimates using this approach resulted in negligible estimates, regardless of whether
there were some, large, or no method bias introduced in the simulated data. Our study contributes to the IS and research
methods literature by illustrating that, and explaining why the ULMC approach does not accurately detect common
method bias in PLS. Further, our results build on prior work done using covariance-based SEM questioning the
usefulness of the ULMC technique for detecting CMB.
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