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Abstract

In the “Foreword” to an MIS Quarterly Special Issue on PLS, the senior editors for the special issue
noted that they rejected a number of papers because the authors attempted comparisons between
results from PLS, multiple regression, and structural equation modeling (Marcoulides et al. 2009).
They raised several issues they argued had to be taken into account to have legitimate comparison
studies, supporting their position primarily by citing three authors: Dijkstra (1983),
McDonald(1996), and Schneeweiss (1993). As researchers interested in conducting comparison
studies, we read the “Foreword” carefully, but found it did not provide clear guidance on how to
conduct “legitimate” comparisons. Nor did our reading of Dijksta, McDonald, and Schneeweiss
raise any red flags about dangers in this kind of comparison research. We were concerned that
instead of helping researchers to successfully engage in comparison research, the “Foreword” might
end up discouraging that type of work, and might even be used incorrectly to reject legitimate
comparison studies. This “Issues and Opinions” piece addresses the question of why one might
conduct comparison studies, and gives an overview of the process of comparison research with a
focus on what is required to make those comparisons legitimate. In addition, we explicitly address
the issues raised by Marcoulides et al., to explore where they might (or might not) come into play
when conducting or evaluating this type of study.
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